
How many times do you hop in the car
to run errands each week?

Imagine trying to maintain your
independence after you’ve lost the ability to
zip across town to the grocery store, the
pharmacy, your doctor’s office or the
dentist.

Many people in our community depend
on others to help them go where they need
to be, and in many cases they turn to the
Sunshine Coach.

This weekend the entire community will
have an opportunity to support all of the
people who are served by the coach. On
Sunday (October 25), the annual Reach for
the Rainbow fund-raising telethon will take
place. This is the Sunshine Coach’s main
outreach to the community, and organizers
are hoping to surpass last year’s total of
$61,122 in donations.

“It is a phenomenal service,” comments
RVH CEO Randy Penney who notes that,

“In a rural area, losing the ability to drive can
often mean losing your entire lifestyle, but in
the Renfrew area we are so fortunate to have
the Sunshine Coach ready to fill that gap.”

In 2008, the seven vehicles in the fleet
made a total of 20,131 trips. The service is
available for anyone with mobility needs.
Potential clients are asked to fill out a form,
which is available at the Sunshine Coach
office, and have it signed by their family
doctor. They can then call the
office to book their own trips.

“In the case of the hospital, our
staff regularly book trips for
patient appointments or outings
for our chronic patients,” says
Penney, who notes that the coach
can now accommodate stretchers
and large wheelchairs.

“That means we can avoid
taking ambulances out of service
for non-emergency patient trans-
ports,” Penney says. “It’s another
example of how the Sunshine
Coach serves the needs of our
community.”

The telethon will be aired on
Cogeco cable channel 22 from
1:00 to 8:00 p.m. It will be
simulcast on myFM radio channel
96.1 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Local talent will be featured
throughout the live broadcast. Led
by the house band, Mixed Nuts, a
wide range of music will be
provided by such local celebrities

as the Helferty family, Kate Windle, Julie
Larocque, the North Algona All-Stars, Dai
Bassett and MPP John Yakabuski.

The donation line will be available
throughout the day at 613-432-7299, and
anyone unable to donate by phone that day is
invited to visit the Sunshine Coach office at
44 Railway Avenue during regular business
hours to make a contribution. Tax receipts
will be issued for all donations received.

Sunshine Coach staff are gearing up for this
weekend's fund-raising telethon. Seen here are
Norm Dagg, administrator and telethon producer,
and Neil Virgin, operations manager.

• Monday, October 26, 6–9 p.m.: Fashion show and dinner at the Ma-te-way Activity
Centre sponsored by Keeping Company. Tickets are $30 per person. Proceeds to The
Amigos Mammography Fund. Phone 613-433-9192 for tickets.

• Tuesday, October 27, 6:30–9 p.m.: Renfrew Home Hardware will be “Unwrapping
Christmas Early”. Tickets are $5 at the door. Proceeds support the RVH
mammography program.

• Wednesday, October 28, 7:00 p.m.: CT information night at GEMAuditorium, Groves
Park Lodge, with tours of the new CT suite from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Everyone welcome.

• Friday, October 30: Coco Jerry’s hosts dinner and a musical event for the RVH CT
fund. Tickets are $20.


